
K
eep a C

lean C
am

p!

conditioned to hum
an food, it becom

es very
difficult to keep them

 aw
ay. R

elocation,
w

hich usually fails, is not an option. “B
ear

E
ducation” using traps and aversion

conditioning w
ill som

etim
es w

ork if the
original attractant has been rem

oved. This
technique uses non-lethal rubber bullets,
pepper spray, and specially trained dogs to
“educate the bear” before releasing it in the
area it w

as captured. P
ersistent or

extrem
ely bold bears m

ay have to be
euthanized.

N
ever attem

pt to feed or approach
a bear! G

ive it plenty of room
 to pass by

and it usually w
ill. N

o fatal bear attacks have
been reported in N

evada, how
ever, predatory

black bear attacks seem
 to be increasing

w
ithin their N

orth A
m

erican range.
If a bear approaches you - don’t run!

R
em

ain facing the bear, and m
ake yourself

look bigger by raising your arm
s and talking

firm
ly. You should back aw

ay, keeping the bear
in sight. M

ake noise and show
 the bear it is

unw
elcom

e. If you have young children in the
area, pick them

 up or put them
 on your

shoulders. R
em

em
ber, you can’t outrun a

black bear!  They are extrem
ely fast running

uphill, dow
nhill or any other direction they

decide to go.
W

arning signs of an im
pending charge

include: a steady glare; ears laid back;
sm

acking of the jaw
s and stom

ping of the
front feet. If the bear attacks, fight back w

ith

A
lthough black bears rarely

attack, they are very pow
erful

anim
als and are capable of

injuring or killing hum
ans.

U
se C

om
m

on Sense in B
ear C

ountry
Bear/Hum

an Conflicts
H

abitat R
equirem

ents
Black bears prefer forested habitats m

ixed
w

ith riparian zones and open m
eadow

s. W
ithin

these areas, thick brush and berry patches are
favorite hangouts.  B

ears w
ill often travel

several m
iles to reach a food source.

B
ear Tracks

B
road footprints w

ith five toes on all feet.
Front paw

s are nearly as w
ide as they are long.

H
ind paw

s resem
ble a hum

an footprint. The
claw

 m
arks are usually visible.

N
evada B

lack B
ears

T
he 

A
m

erican 
B

lack 
B

ear 
(U

rsus
am

ericanus) is the only bear species occurring
naturally in N

evada. Studies show
 that black

bears are extrem
ely m

obile, w
ith hom

e ranges
extending over 50 square m

iles, w
hich is one

reason that relocation of bears is seldom
successful.

B
lack bears com

e in a variety of colors,
ranging from

 blonde to black, w
ith brow

n or
cinnam

on being the m
ost com

m
on in N

evada.
A

dult m
ales average 300 pounds w

ith a few
extra large individuals, w

eighing 500 pounds
or m

ore. Adult fem
ales average 150 pounds. A

bear’s w
eight depends on m

any factors
including sex, genetics, season of year, quality
and quantity of food, and overall health. Adults
w

ill m
easure 24-30 inches high at the shoulder.

anything available. Throw
ing rocks or hitting a

bear w
ith large sticks has been effective in som

e
cases. C

arry bear pepper spray and know
how

 to use it.

Living in B
ear H

abitat
U

se bear-resistant garbage containers
available through com

m
ercial dealers. W

ait until
the m

orning of pick-up before placing garbage
out. D

um
psters w

ith lockable m
etal lids w

ork w
ell,

as do fencing enclosures m
ade of chain link

fencing or 2 x 4  fram
ing.

Spray or pour am
m

onia in and around
garbage cans, and avoid placing arom

atic food
w

astes, such as bacon grease or spoiled
foods, in garbage cans.

Feed pets indoors.
U

se electrical fencing com
bined w

ith a tall,
m

etal or w
ooden fence to protect orchards, fish

ponds, beehives, com
post piles, and livestock.

C
onstant harassm

ent w
ith scare devices, loud

noises or dogs w
ill som

etim
es w

ork.

Recreating in Bear Habitat
W

hile hiking in bear habitat, m
ake plenty of

noise to avoid a surprise encounter. C
arry bear

pepper spray and know
 how

 to use it.
K

eep a close w
atch on children w

hile they
are outdoors, and teach them

 w
hat to do if they

encounter a bear (see above).
W

hen cam
ping, be sure to use bear-proof

food containers, cook aw
ay from

 cam
p, and

never store food in your tent.

N
evada’s black bear population is

estim
ated at 200-300 anim

als.  A
s hum

an
presence increases in black bear habitat,
confrontations becom

e m
ore frequent. W

hen
bears becom

e accustom
ed to people, bolder

behavior results. These bears are referred to
as hum

an-habituated, and m
ay becom

e food
conditioned bears.  A

t this stage, bears m
ay

enter residences seeking hum
an food. B

ears
frequenting urban areas are often hit by cars.
W

hen people feed bears, either intentionally
or accidentally, the ultim

ate result is the death
of the bear.  Bear sightings in residential areas
m

ay be a result of several possible situations:
Things such as garbage, bird feeders,

fruit trees, fish ponds, pet food, cam
p food,

com
post piles, barbecue grills or bee hives

m
ay attract bears. These are by far the m

ost
com

m
on reasons for bear/hum

an conflicts.
D

rought conditions or other clim
atic

occurrences m
ay lim

it the quantity and quality
of natural food sources.

A
s juvenile bears are dispersed by the

m
other bear, they cover large distances in

search of their ow
n range, and m

ay frequent
urban areas looking for food.

Living in bear country requires that
residents take extra precautions and be BEAR
A

W
A

R
E

. The N
evada D

epartm
ent of

W
ildlife recognizes that bears rum

m
aging

through garbage cans or foraging on fruit
trees constitute a nuisance, and m

ay
frighten residents, but ... it is the residents’
responsibility to rem

ove or m
ake the

attractants inaccessible before further steps
are taken by the D

epartm
ent of W

ildlife.  In
m

ost cases this w
ill help keep the bears from

returning. H
ow

ever, once a bear becom
es

The feeding of any w
ildlife,

including birds, m
ay inadvertently

attract bears.

The B
ear Facts

If You Encounter a Bear



A bear’s sense of sm
ell is thought to be

one of the finest in the anim
al kingdom

. They
rely on it for everything, including finding a
m

ate, protection, and finding food.
A black bear’s eyesight is considered fair

to good. They w
ill often stand on their hind legs

or approach an object to get a better view, or
catch a scent.  This is not necessarily an
indication of aggression.

S
ow

s (fem
ale bears) becom

e sexually
m

ature at three to five years of age. An average
of tw

o cubs is produced at a tim
e, born during

hibernation in early February. C
ubs w

ill stay
w

ith the m
other through hibernation of their

second year. For this reason, adult fem
ale

bears w
ill norm

ally breed only every other year.
B

ears typically are active from
 M

arch to
D

ecem
ber in northern N

evada. A
ctivity levels

are highest in late sum
m

er. B
lack bears are

om
nivorous, m

eaning they w
ill eat both plant

and anim
al m

atter. In their natural habitat,
forage consists of grasses, forbes, berries,
insects, nuts (pinenuts in N

evada), sm
all

m
am

m
als and carrion (dead anim

als). They
are opportunistic feeders and w

ill eat anything
that is available. This includes hum

an garbage,
and occasionally, livestock. A

lthough rare,
predatory black bear attacks on hum

ans have
been docum

ented.

 Living in B
ear

C
ountry?

“I’M
 B

EA
R

 AW
A

R
E”

For m
ore inform

ation, contact:
N

evada D
epartm

ent of W
ildlife

R
eno H

eadquarters/W
estern R

egion O
ffice

1100 Valley R
oad

R
eno, N

V
  89512

(775) 688-1500
O

r visit our w
eb site at:

w
w

w
.ndow

.org

R
em

em
ber, even if you rem

ove all
attractants, if you live in black bear
habitat you w

ill have encounters
w

ith bears. O
ur goal is to help you

m
inim

ize these conflicts.

Live W
ith the R

esponsibility

“A
 pine needle fell in the forest...the

eagle saw
 it fall, the deer heard it, and

the bear sm
elled it!”

Bear Pepper Spray
C

apsaicin, the chem
ical that m

akes hot
peppers hot, is an Environm

ental Protection
Agency (EPA) approved active ingredient in
pepper sprays.  Be sure it is the m

ain ingredient
in your pepper spray.  Below

 are registrants w
ith

the EPA that contain capsaicin:

C
ounter Assault Bear D

eterrent- 800-695-3394
U

D
AP Pepper Pow

er- (800) 232-7941
Bear Pepperm

ace- (802) 447-1503

Bear Resistant
G

arbage Containers
Purchase bear resistant containers.  C

heck
w

ith hom
e im

provem
ent stores, or these other

sources:

Tahoe Bear Box C
o. - (530) 546-3154

Bearguard - (530) 587-4844
Brow

n Bear - (530) 587-2895
G

P Fabrication - (209) 464-4614

Books
    
    
    
    
    Living w

ith bears, by Linda M
asterson,

w
w

w.pixyjackpress.com
.

Nevada Department of Wildlife
Reno Headquarters/Western Region Office
1100 Valley Road
Reno, NV 89512

Living With Bears in Nevada

A
re You?

     The N
evada D

epartm
ent of W

ildlife does not endorse
any specific products and lists these suppliers for
inform

ational purposes only.  C
heck on the Internet and

yellow
 pages for other suppliers.


